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SPOTLIGHT ON LEE ALSTON

Welcome 2005 The yearsll o s gettogeter
and share cu ceams vith ssh othr The year we
lusrat how by evryone doing whatt s tht they
ae passionste shout doing, e being mindiul of
it afects thrs thatwe relly can b the authors
ofcr e stores snd hav 2 posive impact on the
world st the same e am thills o st the New
Year with 3 sptlht on oe of my fvoie kocal
visul it Loe Aton. | remermbe he day walked
into my friend Krhys sore, Lavender Hoan on
Main Street i Bemat and zw myf LA, Ceation.
Vimmeditelyoved the work an nquied bout the
atst Evenusl, | met Lee Alston, the brsine and
restive force behind LA, Creatons and developed
2 specal bond of mutual sppreciton over time for
hatiti e are both ning o aciev.

For all of you who havertyet had the honor o
et him yoursel, et me nrociuceLee Akton.Lee
e bor on December O, 1971 inNeptune, . He
grdusted fom OceanTounship High School n 1931,
nd tthe sgeof 24 moved o forh Crolina by
befors maving oversess t Gemn for 4 years After
iz retum from Gemany, his fathr died in 1999
after what s thought o be routine sugery. Nt
long sfe this rgecy, s remsining el b sl
but tispersed acrozs thecounty i sarch ofpeace
His brother, Jason Sisino (also a phenomenal arist
that Fm sur you'l hesr more bout i peoming
installments) movedtoFloids or etk though oly
for a year,it seeme e forever for L5 His mther
commiteduicid i nusyof 2004 Theseare vt
that he bately comprehends and seldom spesks of
but they are evient i each and evey b ke
o paint he has ever spred. Lee Alston previously
woted throughout the mental halth feld at several
pychiaticinttions for 12years 3 counseloand
s a5 a Lead Preschol Tescherfor 3 years whik n
Gemmany He mostecently worked with ncrcerated
youth which shthough he found vey fufling he
ek that hecoud acieve greate satsfaction il
pursing s art career with the hopes of ventlly
being able 10 serve 3 grester community though
iz oum expressions forthisresson LA. Ceatons
Artbecam hi sl resposiity in 2004 with Lee
becoming his oun employe, mansge, ouner, agent
and opeatr Ac a el e hs gained 3 more cear
understaning of s sl than he previously beleved
e posible. | havewinessed irthan the evouton
of is werk nd can tsly o the painctakingefon:
e makes il spects ofis e, specilly i artstic
restions s h cotinues o branch outin many new
and exciing direcions, whih s eident n i ever-
aroving body of work.

Phantom Power Productions
proud to present
Bob Burger

www.BobBurger.com
January 2005

musician to the next level

sftx8ft Acrylic Mural ‘Evolution Private Collection
After mary e changes
and many shades of lifes
wncertainties, he finds
himselfpainting the _world
e wants, leting go of rules
and  boundaries, _ essentially
forgetting the limits he. has
always feltrestrictd by, He sees
s dreams and nightmares and
gives them a face that eases
their differences. e has always
had the e to make sure that
al possbites are understood.
Inthe magic o art,he has found
that he can areate and control
s own world,the way he sees
it and in a way that others can
identify with. He paints for the
perfectionof captured ceativty,
for everyone to enjoy, not just
one person. He presents to you

aworld rich in ts crama,
something genine. and
honest.that he. shares
with the wodd. His
art i the purest, mast
unainted partof im that
hehas decided tosalvage
from his e and make it
as positive an experience
for everyone involved as
possible.

Lee Alston has come.
a long vy n hi artstic
metamorphosis i the
short time that | have
been honored 1o cal
him a frend and you'e
sure 1o hear a lot more
from LA, Creations in
the future, | could go on
and on abaut the many
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accoldes, avards,anspecial hanors and exhttons
that e Alston has been bestowed with fo his work
Unfortunatl, tere i just not enough space in this
column, but al s statistcs are vaiable on a DVD/
CD Porfolio by request.

LA Creations At reflecs and speaks of our
past, present and current. globalpolical evens,
il strongly conveying visions of el in a clearly
composed balance of texture, coor and stucture. |
ahwiays hope tha | can inspie my fends and family
25 mich as they coninue 10 nspire me. | emernber
when Lee fist sent me the image of his Monarch
butery painting and how excited | was that our
eative worlds and vision would havethe chance to
overlap once more. A soon as | saw i, knew that
Lee wouldbe nteresed n utlizing his piece ofvork
10 helpthe subject of his iecs, namely the Monarch
butery.

s beautifl acrylc painting on canvas entitled,
“Monarch Butery” i avalble i a Limitd Ediion
16.x20 Gicee Print specily framed and matted for
the $150.00 dictly fom LA. Geations At at 132-
6185197, A percentage of the purchase price il
then be donated to the Michoacan Reforestation
Fund 1o help save the natural phenomenon of
Monarch Migration via the presenvation of ther over
vintering habta.

The Monarch bttery i curently endangered by
many environmentalfctors and i a misson close to
both our heart. The Michoacan Refoestation Fund
and La Cruz Habitat Protection Project continue to
refoest in and around the Morarch Bttefy's Over
wintering sites by provicing bigh quality trees to the
local communits in the states of Michoacan and
Mesic

For more infomation on ths artist and
cause,_check ot wwniloasationsartcomand
vamichoacanmenarchs rg. You can also contact
Him at i Ocean Township sudio a 732.618.5197.
For the opportunity to meet Lee Aston, and 1o
become invobed with cthe artits in the Upstage
and Core of Hope Commuriy,plase jin us for a
Freedom of Spesch Potuck soial apen mic at SICA
in celebation of Martin Luher King, 1 on Monday,
Jantary 17t rom 700pm-10:00pm.

log onto  wwiupstagemagazinecom  or
vancorefhope og for more detals

Aticle by Una McGurk & Jason Robert Sisino
Ifyau are an artst tht thinks you should be in
Upstage, emailinfo@upstagemagazine.com and
tllus a litle about yourself and your work.

TEL: 732.291.4536
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